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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Gjpping  R.  D.  C. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  * 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1950» 

As  you  know  I was  appointed  in  July  1950  in 
succession  to  Dr.  P ,J.H. Clarke,  and  so  the  report  is 
based  on  information  and  figures  collected  during  his 
last  months  of  office  as  well  as  during  my  first  few 
months. 

Since  my  appointment  I have  worked  in  close 
association  with  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  assistants  and 
wish  to  thank  them  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation 
in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  your  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Seamans  and  .Mr*  Adams 
who  have  so  ably  carried  out  the  clerical  duties 
associated  with  my  Department. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

i >J1rt7Vv  , 

MARJORY  A.  DAWSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(A)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1 * r 6 3,  * i • • • • • • • ••• 

Population  (Registrar  Generals  figure) 
Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  . . . 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  rate 


79,898  acres 
19,540 
5,937 
£76,321 
£285 


BIRTHS 


M P STILLBIRTHS  M P 


Total 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate 


157  174 

149  165 

8 9 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


7 3 

5 3 

2 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  Per  1,000  population  1 6 . 9 

England  and  Wales  15*8 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one.  year: 


M P 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 2 
1 2 
1 


Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  12.1 

England  and  Wales  29.8 

DEATHS 


All  causes: 

Total 

211 

Male 

105 

Female 

106 

DEATH  RATE  Per  1 ,Q0Q  Population  ...  10.8 

England  and' 'Wales  ...  11.6 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 


Area  Comparability  Factor  - Births  1.08 

Deaths  0.86 


0O0 


(B)  COMMENTS  OB"  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

(1)  The  estimated  population  increased  by  580 

(2)  -The  -Birth  Rate,  although  lower  than  the  figure^ 
for  1949?  still  compares  favourably  with  the  overall 
rate  .for  England  and  Wales. 

(3)  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  showed  a marked 
decrease  compared  with  1949?  and  is  considerably 
lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

(4)  The  Death  Rate  was  below  the  figure  for  19,49 
and  also  slightly  below  the  overall  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.- 

0O0 


(C)  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  PAST  FOUR  YE.TR3 


r 

1 

i 

1947 

1948 

i ' ‘ ! 

j 1949  | 

i ' ' i 

1950  j 

1 

Estimated  Population 

18,470 

18,810 

! 1 8,960  ! 

i _j 

19,540  > 

Live  Births 

386 

334 

332 

J j 

331 1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

' 

20.9 

17.7 

1 i ' 

17.5  : 

: 16.9: 

Total  Infant  Deaths 
(under  1 year) 

. 

15 

6 

i . 

1 i 

10  [ 

. 

4 • 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
per  1 ,000  live  births 

38.9 

18.0 

1 1 

j 30.-I  ' 

12.1  ; 

Total  Deaths 

222 

186 

240  _ , 

211  ' 

_ _ J 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 
Population 

. 

12.0 

j i 

- i 

i 12.6  1' 

i 

— i-  ..  . . — ■■■L 

10.8  ' 

0O0 
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(D)  CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (REGISTRAR  GENERALS  FIGURES) 


M 

F 

Total 

1 . Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

4 

4 

8 

2.Syphilitis  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

3. Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

2 

4. Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

5. Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

6. Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

7. Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

8. Other  malignant  neoplasms 

14 

6 

20 

9 .Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

10. Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

14 

25 

11. Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

11 

25 

1 2. Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

13. Other  heart  disease 

20 

28 

48 

I4*0ther  circulatory  disease 

5 

2 

7 

1 5. Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

1 6 .Bronchitis 

4 

5 

9 

17. Ul-cer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

1 8 .Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

19. Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

20. Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

21 .Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

22. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

20 

23. Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

24. All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

25. Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

TOTALS 


105  1 06  211 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1950 


Age 


! 

j 

< 

Disease 

j 

| i 

i i ! '■  j i ; 

; 1 i ! j 

0-1  1-  > 3-  j 5-  j 10-1  15-;  25+ 

1 • i i 

1 i i 1 ■ j 

Mi  iii 

Unknown 

Total 

Admitted 

Hospital 

Deaths 

i 1 

1 

' Measles 

i | 1 j — ; ! ; 1 ;*  1 ■ ■■■  - — 

2 j 1+5  j 54  i 167  i 9 1 4 | - j - I281  j - 

j 

— : 

1 Whooping  Cough 

l 

4 i 13  | 14!  38  j 2 i 1 1 1 I 3 

76  1 - 

I 

1 

- i 

Scarlet  Fever 

i 

- i 1 | 3 ! 8 j 6 | 1 - i - 

L J : . _L.ii 

19  1 - 

L L 

- i 

.....  j 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

CM 

T~ 

1 

cr\ 

— 

CM 



1 



1 

1 

.. 

1 

- ; 

j Erysipelas 

- j - 1 - | 1 j - ! - 1 3 

L j i L i 1 _ 

- I 4 j - 

_ j 

; Dysentery 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

re 

L 1 

! 1 * 

- ! 4,  - 

j 

; Meningococcal 
; Infection 

! ! r r r r 

_ I _ 1 | I 1 1 

1 - ( ..j  [ j 

-!  i|  - 

1 

l 

- 1 

i 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

r t f t r 

! : ;ii 

- ! -!  2 1 1 | | - 1 - 

r l 

— 

I 

2 ! 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

I ( . 1 1 I 

- ! - 1 - ! - -H1 



- 

1 

1 ! - 

j” 

TOTALS  401  j 3 

2 1 

(F)  TUBERCULOSIS 

( 1 ) Row  cases  notified: 

Pulmonary  (Lungs)  9 Males  3 Females 

Non-Pulmonary  (glands,  bones 

and  Joints  etc.)  2 Males  2 Females 

(2)  Ages  of  new  cases: 

Pulmonary:  Males  4;  34;  17;  55;  59;  22;  37;  71;  29. 
Females  38;  19;  71. 
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Non-Pulmonary:  Males  73;  49. 

Females  37;  6. 

(3)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  register  as  recovered”  during  year 


Pulmonary: 

Males 

2 

Females 

- 

Non-Pulmonary: 

Males 

3 

Females 

6 

(4) 

Died  during  the 

year 

Pulmonary: 

Males 

5 

' Females 

4 

N on-Pulmonary : 

Males 

1 

Females 

- 

(5) 

Cases  on  Register  at  end  of 

Year 

Pulmonary: 

31  Males 

20  Females 

51  Total 

• 

Non-Pulmonary: 

18  Males 

1 9 Females 

37  Total 

• 

(G-)  D IPHTHER I A IMMUN I SAT  I ON  (Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 


(1)  Pre-school  population  1798 

No.  of  pre-school  children  immunised  979 

Percentage  of  pre-school  children  immunised  54*44 

(-2)  .School  population  2725 

Total  no.  of  children  immunised  3642 

Percentage  of  all  children  immunised  80.5 

(3)  Booster  treatment  during  1950  313 


For  the  third  successive  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  as  having  occurred  within  the  District. 


oOo 

(H)  SECTION  47 9 NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  the  Act 
during  1950. 


oOo 


(I)  WATER  SUPPLIES 


I am  indebted,  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan.,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  following  report: - 

(1)  Both  in  quality  and  quantity  public  water  supplies 
have  been,  generally  speaking,  entirely  satisfactory. 
Although  no  shortage  of  private  supplies  occurred  during 
the  year  the  adequacy  of  such  supplies  was  entirely  due 
to  the  abnormal  rainfall  experienced  throughout  every 
season.  In  quality,  however,  the  position  in  relation 
to  private  supplies  was  not  so  satisfactory,  more  than 
half  the  supplies  sampled  being  below  standard. 

(2)  Of  41  bacteriological  samples  taken  from  public 
mains,  9 - all  from  the  same  source  - were  unsatisfactory, 
No  further  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from 

this  source  subsequent  to  action  being  taken  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor.  4 chemical  samples  of  water 
from  public  mains  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

(3)  None  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  area  has  a 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public 
mains  is  given  below  according  to  parish  distribution: - 


Parish 

Laid  on  to 

properties 

Taken  from 
Stand-pipes 

A shbocking 

15 

37 

Ashf ield-cum-Thorpe 

46 

4 

Barham 

13 

22 

Bramf ord 

590 

- 

Buxhall 

4 

6 

Creeting  St.  Mary 

30 

38 

Crowf ield 

28 

49 

Debenham 

15-1 

81 

Pramsden 

19 

3 

Gosbeck 

26 

17 

Great  Bricett 

12 

21 

Great  Finborough .. 

7 

17 

Haughley 

153 

57 

Hemingstone 

2 

3 

Henley 

16 

16 

Mickf ield 

22 

28 

Pettaugh 

8 

34 

Ringshall 

9 

- 

Stonham  Aspal 

58 

78 

Stonham  Earl 

12 

1 1 

Stonham  Parva 

42 

60 

Stowupland 

275 

- 
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Parish 


We therden 
Winston 

Totals 


Laid  on  to 

properties 

31 


1,569 


Taken  from 
Stand-pipes 

14 

17 


613 


oGo 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Riches,  Engineer  & 
Surveyors  tor  the  following  four  reports : - 

( J ).  REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME 


Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  between  the 
Council,  the  Ipswich  Corporation  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  over  the  bore  at  Baylham. 

(K)  IIAUGHLEY  GREEN 

The  extension  has  been  completed  and  the  Booster 
Unit  installed,  making  water  available  to  the  northern 
end  of  the  parish. 

(L)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Ministry  of  Health  has  given  approval  to 
advertising  for  tenders  for  works  of  sewerage  in  the 
parishes  of  Debenham  and  Bramford. 

(M)  HOUSING 


During  the  year  under  review,  60  Council  Houses 
have  been  completed,  with  58  in  course  of  erection,  in 
addition  19  private  houses  have  been  erected. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  houses  erected 
since  the  war  by  the  Dipping  Rural  District  Council 
to  230. 


(N)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS 


Details  of  action  taken  is  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 


(0) 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the 

year. 

(P)  MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  AND  NATIONAL  SERVICE  FORM  572 


A copy  has  Been  forwarded  to  the  Director  of 
Statistics,  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service, 
and  further  copies  will  he  attached  to  the  copies  of 
this  Annual  Report  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  and  the  County  Council. 


0O0 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman , Mrs  Henderson  and  Gentlemen * 

Although  1950  was  a year  having  few  highlights  and 
consisting*  in  the  main*  of  routine  duties*  it  nevertheless 
gives  me  pleasure  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on 
the  activities  of  your  Sanitary  Department. 

Additional  duties  resulted  from  the  extension  of  rat 
infestation  control  to  include  agricultural  land  and  buildings* 
and  the  introduction  of  ” Clean  Food”  byelaws. 

There  were  also  further  developments  in  the  public 
cleansing  service,  and  although  the  departure  in  October 
of  the  Cleansing  Foreman  (Mr.  M.  J.  Burns)  meant  .a  serious 
loss  to  us,  the  team  spirit  which  he  played  a large  part 
in  promoting*  enabled  us  to  surmount  those  difficulties 
which  were  inevitable  in  the  interval  which  elapsed  until 
the  appointment  of  his  successor. 

In  other  directions*  too,  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Department  have  been  well  maintained,  and  I take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  those  members  of  the  Council, 
particularly  the  Chairman  of  Council  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  . Public  Health  and  Water  Committee*  who  have  given  their 
support  and  shown  their  interest  in  this  vital  section  of 
local  government.  I also  express  sincere  thanks  to 
colleagues  in  my  own  and  other  Departments,  and  especially 
my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  and  valued  assistance 
of  the  Medical  Officer  .of  Health  (Dr.  Dawson)  and  her 
predecessor  - Dr.  Clarke. 


I am*  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs  Henderson  and  Gentlemen 


Yours  faithfully 
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SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Sanitation  and  Housing  Net  Surveys  ...  553 
Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  149 
Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  476 
Drains  and  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  433 
Structural  Defects  ...  ...  ...  524 
Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  43 
Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  1 56 
Pig  and  Poultry  keeping  ...  ...  20 
Rodent  Destruction*.  - 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  Campaign  ...  98 

County  Council  Campaign  ...  ...  27 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  7 
Pood  Premises  ...  ...  ...  235 
Milk  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  37 
Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  83 
factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  66 
Cesspools  and  Cesspool  Emptying...  ...  267 
Refuse  and  Nightsoil  Collection. . . ...  309 
Salvage  ...  ...  ...  71 
Pilthy  and  Verminous  premises  ...  ...  87 
Rivers  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  79 
Ditches  and  Watercourses  ...  ...  125 


3,845 


In  addition  to  this  46  meetings  of  Council  and  various 
Committees  were  also  attended. 


HOUSING  ACTS  1936  and  1949 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  temporary 
provisions  of  Section  2 of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  relating 
to  properties  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  which  became 
operative  prior  to  January  1st,  1946,  but  which,  as  the 
result  of  work  carried  out  since  the  Orders  became  operative, 
had  been  rendered  fit  for  habitation.  In  both  cases,  as  the 
result  of  applications  by  the  Council  to  the  County  Court, 
the  Demolition  Orders  were  quashed. 

Property,  the  subject  of  operative  Demolition  Orders, 
and  the  ownership  of  which  had  been  transferred  was  made 


-2- 


the  subject  of  representation  by  the  new  owner  to  the 
Planning  Committee  of  the  County  Council  and  by  that 
body  to  the  Minister  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 
Although  there  was  no  question  of  appeal  under  the 
Housing.  Act  against  the  Minister’s  decision,  the  Council 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  siting  of  the  property  at  a 
road  junction  and  the  consequent  effect  on  road  visibility 
warranted  consideration.  Despite  this  strongly  held 
opinion  notices  were  served  on  the  local  authority  to 
replace  the  Demolition  Orders  by  Closing  Orders. 

During  the  year  a technical  sub-committee  of  the 
County  Joint  Advisory  Committee,  representing  the  County 
Council  and  all  Rural  District  Councils  in  East  Suffolk, 
considered  a schedule  for  reconditioning  under  Section  20  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1949?  in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  varying  standards  and  requirements  in  dealing  with 
applications  for  improvement  grants  in  different  parts  of 
the  County.  During  its  deliberations  the  sub-committee 
discussed  various  administrative  and  technical  points 
with  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the 
sub-committee’s  recommendations,  which  received  the 
support  of  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council,  were  drawn 
up  bearing  in  mind  the  information  given. 

Of  the  3 formal  applications  received  for  an 
improvement  grant  only  1 received  the  Council's  support. 
This,  made  in  the  early  part  of  1950?  was  rejected  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  although  its  reasons  for  doing 
so  were  not  "on  all-fours"  with  its  recommendations  for 
consideration  of  applications  as  contained  in  the 
Practice  Notes  attached  to  Circular  4/51 • 

Informal  applications,  involving  inspections  of  the 
property,  were  received  in  6 other  cases,  but  in  no  case 
was  it  considered  that  the  property  justified  the  making 
of  a formal  application,  together  with  submission  of 
plans  and  specification,  for  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Action  under  the  Housing’ Act,  1936,  was  taken  in 
respect  of  6 properties,  5 of  which  had  been  vacated  by 
persons  selected  to  occupy  Council  Houses.  One  was  made 
the  subject  of  a Demolition  Order,  2 were  reconditioned 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  and  3 were  prevented 
from,  re-occupation  as  the  result  of  informal  undertakings 
not  to  re-let. 

This  prevention  by  the  Council  of  a vicious  circle 
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"being  created,  by  the  re-occupation  of  totally  unfit  houses 
by  persons  whose  sole  motive  appears  to  be  to  acquire  a 
Council  house  after  a short  period  of  residence  is  to  be 
welcomed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Ministry  of  Local 
G-overnment  and  Planning  will  show  its  appreciation  of  the 
Council’s  determination  to  improve  the  general  housing 
standard  by  an  increased  allocation  of  new  houses. 


eh.NIT^TION  SURVEYS 

The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  this  item  was 
chiefly  concerned  with  checking  and  bringing  up  to  date 
various  returns  made  in  previous  years  insofar  as  these 
related  to  the  proposed  sewerage  of  Brarnford  and  Debenham, 
whose  schemes  are  in  a more  advanced  state  than  those  of 
other  parishes. 

Even  greater  progress  must  be  made  unless  we  are  to 
Soc  a repetition  in  these  post-war  years  of  the  "drift  from 
the  countryside"  which  occurred  in  the  inter-war  years, 
although  the  rural  population  is  probably  higher  now  than 
it  has  been  for  many  years  it  is  equally  true  to  say  that 
this  is,  to  a certain  extent,  due  to  the  influx  of  former 
town-dwellers  who  have  no  interest  in  the  maintenance  of 
agriculture  or  other  rural  industries,  and  are  either 
financially  able  to  render  themselves  independant  of  any 
sanitary  provisions  made  by  the  local  authority  or  will, 
eventually,  refuse  to  tolerate  the  absence  of  essential 
amenities  and  return  to  the  greater  soul-destroying 
atmosphere  of  the  town. 


CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING 

DEFENCE  REGULATION  56A 


Comparison  of  the  building  licence  figures  over  the 
past  5 years  discloses  the  interesting  fact  that  the  number 
of  licences  issued,  and  the  average  amount  expended  per 
licence,  are  now  almost  in  inverse  propertion  to  the  figures 
for  the  first  post-war  year.  Whereas  the  number  of  licences 
issued  is  considerably  smaller,  the  average  amount  sanctioned 
is  correspondingly  higher.  Part  of  the  reason  can  be  found 
in  the  last  sentence  of  the  preceding  paragraph.  In  the  years 
immediately  following  the  war,  the  bulk  of  the  resident 
population  was  chiefly  concerned  in  remedying  the  effect  on 
the  structural  condition  and  appearance  of  their  property 
caused  by  the  six  years’  lack  of  the  necessary  material  and 
labour,  leaving  the  promotion  and  provision  of  schemes  for 
mains  water  supply  and  sewerage  to  the  local  authority.  In 
more  recent  years  the  majority  of  applications  have  been 
received  from  erstwhile  townsmen.  Although  attracted  by 
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certain  aspects  of'  rural  life  they  have,  nevertheless,  been 
"appalled,  at  the  primitive  conditions",  hut  realising  the 
greater  disadvantages  of  town  life  have  remained  in  the 
country  and  installed  the  "essential  amenities"  themselves. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  result  of  the  199  bacteriological  and  16  chemical 
samples  taken  from  various  sources  of  water  supply,  both 
private  and  public,  is  summarized  below.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  public  supplies,  mainly  from  mains  or  borewells, 
are,  as  they  should  be,  far  more  reliable  in  quality  than 
supplies  from  private  sources.  The  9 unsatisfactory  samples 
of  mains  water  supply  are  all  from  the  same  source. 


Type  of  Supply 

Wo.  of 
sources 

Satisfactory 

. 

i 

Suspicious 

( 

Unsatisfactory 

j : 

Public  - Bacteriological 

Piped 

21 

30 

2 

9 

Borewell 

15 

19 

3 

1 

Deep  Well 

- 

- 

Shallow  Well 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Private  - Bacteriological 

Piped 

. 

Borewell 

47 

35 

20 

21 

Deep  Well 

3 

2 

- 

2 

Shall ow  Well 

32  ^ 

1 2 

3 

36 

Public  - Chemical 

Piped 

3 

4 

• 

Borewell 

3 

3 

1 

- 

Deep  Well 

- 

— 

Shallow  Well 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j , 

Private  - Chemical 

Piped 

_ 

Borewell 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Deep  Well 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

Shallow  Well 

3 

1 

2 
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Informal  action  was  required,  in  respect  of  the 
condition  of  the  water  supply  at  1 5 properties  in  order 
to  achieve  the  following  result: - 

3 new  sources  of  water  supply  provided;  5 
wells  cleansed  and  chlorinated;  1 well  deepened; 

1 well  rendered  internally;  3 well  pumps  repaired; 
1 well  cover  renewed;  6 storage  tanks  cleansed 
and  covered. 


drains  and  sanitary  accommodation 

With  the  proposed  introduction  of  sewerage  schemes  in 
certain  parishes  during  the  next  few  years,  this  item  will 
achieve  far  greater  importance  than  it  has,  hitherto, 
enjoyed.  Although  the  Council  has  yet  to  declare  its 
policy  on  such  -matters  as  responsibility  for  the  conversion 
of  pail  closets,  the  provision,  or  non-provision,  of  grants 
for  such  conversions,  and  the  action  to  he  taken  in  respect 
of  those  properties  ”on  the  line  of  sewer”  which  are  at 
present  served  by  cesspools,  it  is  fairly  obvious  that  the 
work  involved  will,  in  any  case,  lay  a fairly  heavy  burden 
on  the  Sanitary  Department  with  regard  to  the  approval  and 
supervision  of  all  schemes  of  conversion,  and  the 
installation  of  drainage  systems.  The  installation  of  43 
new  systems  of  drainage  at  existing  premises  resulted,  in 
the  main,  from  applications  for  building  licences.  Even 
so  the  following  items  of  work  were  carried  out  solely  as 
a result  of  compliance  with  Informal  Notices: - 

4 drainage  systems  relaid;  5 drainage  systems 
cleared;  1 drainage  system  repaired;  1 defective 
gully  trap  replaced  by  new;  1 new  sanitary  convenience 
provided;  3 roofs,  1 wall  and  'i  door  to  sanitary 
conveniences  repaired. 


STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS 


Difficulty  continues  to  be  experienced  on  occasion, 
in  obtaining  the  abatement  of  a nuisance  caused  by  a structural 
defect.  It  is  contended,  not  without  some  substance,  that 
the  unwillingness  of  property  owners  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  notices  served  upon  them  results  from  the 
position  whereby  rents  are  controlled  at  their  pre-war  level 
whereas  the  cost  of  housing  repairs  is  three,  and  even  four, 
times  the  pre-war  figure.  The  problem  is  not  as  easy  of 
solution  as  would,  superficially,  seem  to  be  the  case.  Hours 
can  be,  and  have  been,  spent  in  a discussion  of  the  arguments 
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for  and  against  certain  solutions.  Whatever  the  ultimate 
result*  the  legal  provision  requiring  a property  to  he  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  at  the 
commencement  of  a tenancy  and  to  be  maintained  in  that 
condition*  will  need  to  be  more  strictly  enforced  than 
it  has  ever  been*  even  during  the  years  prior  to  1939* 

The  position  in  relation  to  Informal  and  Abatement 
Notices  served  for  the  repair  of  structurally  defective 


premises  is:- 

Informal 

Abatement 

Outstanding  at  31/12/49. 

24 

- 

Served  during  1950. 

55 

4 

79 

4 

Complied  with  in  1950. 

53 

3 

Outstanding  at  31/12/50. 

26 

1 

As  a result  of  compliance  with  these  53  Informal  and 
3 Abatement  Notices  the  following  works  were  carried  out 
during  1950:- 

15  roofs  repaired;  1 valley  gutter  renewed; 

3 bargeboards  renewed;  4 chimney  stacks 
rebuilt;  4 chimney  flashings  renewed;  1 new 
length  of  eaves  gutters  provided;  6 eaves 
gutters  repaired;  13  external  walls  replastered; 

1 external  wall  repointed;  9 windows  repaired; 

3 windows  provided  with  sashcords;  8 entrance 
doors  and  doorframes  repaired;  31  internal  walls 
replastered;  20  walls  made  damp-proof;  4 
firegrates  repaired;  2 firegrates  renewed; 

33  ceilings  replastered;  10  floors  repaired; 

1 skirting  renewed;  2 staircases  repaired; 

1 staircase  provided  with  handrail  and 
balustrade;  1 room  provided  with  additional 
ventilation;  3 cooking  ranges  provided;  3 
wash-boilers  renewed. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


29  caravans  occupying  15  sites  were  licensed  for 
occupation  during  the  year. 

Whilst  no  administrative  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  the  supervision  of  these  dwellings,  it 
cannot  he  too  strongly  emphasised  that  even  in  rural  areas 
they  do  not  provide  a desirable  permanent  feature.  They 
have,  under  present  circumstances,  to  he  accepted  as,  in 
some  measure,  assisting  towards  a solution  of  the  housing 
shortage;  hut  one  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  their 
sole  permitted  use  will  he  for  purposes  other  than  permanent 
residence.  In  the  meantime  it  is  being  increasingly  felt 
that  local  authorities  should  he  encouraged  to  acquire 
exclusive  power  to  provide,  develop'  and  maintain  suitable 
sites  either  as  a temporary  arrangement  until  such  time 
as  the  housing  position  renders  such  sites  unnecessary,  or 
as  a permanent  feature,  hut  for  short-period  use  by  persons 
on  holiday. 


PIG  AND  POULTRY  KEEPING 

This  creates  no  serious  problem  in  the  area  apart  from 
that  provided  by  the  tendency  of  rats  to  infest  the  buildings 
and  land  on  which  pigs  and  poultry  are  being  kept.  If 
f eeding-stuf f s were  kept  in  covered  metal  containers  and  all 
uneaten  food  destroyed  it  would  prove  very  much  easier  to 
cope  with  this  menace.  Other  infringements  which  occur  are 
always  promptly  and  willingly  remedied.  In  only  8 such 
cases  was  action,  in  each  instance  an  informal  approach, 
necessary.  In  1 5 other  cases  the  advice  of  the  Department 
was  sought  before  steps  were  taken  to  keep  either  pigs  or 
poultry. 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION 

(A)  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  which  came 
into  operation  on  March  31st,  1950,  had  no  appreciable 
effect  on  the  existing  organisation  for  rodent  destruction 
except  in  the  first  four  months.  During  this  period,  and 
even  earlier,  no  indication  was  given  by  the  Ministry  as 
to  whether  ’’free  treatment”  for  private  dwellings  would  be 
allowed  to  continue,  with  the  result  that  in  this  area,  at 
least,  we  had  for  a time  to  reverse  our  previous  arrangement, 
and  householders  were  informed  that  a charge  might  have  to 
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be  made  - time  being  spent  in  getting  the  necessary 
work-sheets  compiled  and  obtaining  the  signatures  of 
householders  for  work  carried  out.  It  also  had  the 
effect  that  in  the  case  of  a very  minor  infestation  by 
a few  rats  the  Rodent  Operative  was  often  faced  with  the 
attitude  of  "my  husband  will  deal  with  them  himself'1  - 
needless  to  say  that  these  were  dealt  with  by  the  Operative 
later  when,  on  inspection  after  the  re-introduction  of 
free  treatment,  the  position  was  found  to  be  unchanged. 

Although  the  responsibility  for  dealing  with  the 
infestation  of  farm  land  and  buildings  became  that  of  the 
local  authority,  the  continuance  of  the  East  Suffolk 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee's  organisation  was 
welcomed,  as  it  limited  your  employee’s  activities  to  a 
survey  of  farm  premises,  leaving  it  to  the  men  employed  by 
the  Agricultural  Committee  to  extend  their  operations  to 
those  farms  not  already  covered  by  contract. 

Between  January  1st  and  March  31st  the  Rodent  Operative 
visited  336  premises,  99  of  which  were  treated  for 
infestation  by  rats  and  1 for  mice,  the  resulting  "known 
kill"  was  368  rats  and  10  mice.  In  the  remainder  of  the 
period  ending  on  December  31st  he  visited  1,300  premises, 
and  of  these  180  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and  15 
by  mice.  The  "known  kill"  in  each  case  was  651  rats  and  168 
mice,  giving  a total  for  the  year  of  1,019  rats  and  178  mice. 

(B)  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CAMPAIGN. 

This  Campaign  came  to  unmerited  end  on  31st  March,  1950. 

It  may  be  that  the  County  Council,  which  had  had  the  assistance 
of  the  District  Councils  over  a number  of  years  in  the 
organisation  of.  these  Campaigns,  was  legally  required  to 
discontinue  their  promotion,  but  in  view  of  the  valuable 
voluntary  work  which  had  been  carried  out  since  their 
inception,  it  is  a great  pity  that  some  method  could  not 
have  been  devised  for  giving  effect  not  only  to  the 
maintenance  but  even  to  the  extension  of  this  scheme  for 
rat  destruction.  Despite  what  has  been  said  in  another 
quarter  this  scheme  did  not  conflict  with  that  of  the 
statutory  organisation  but  provided  an  added  measure  of 
control.  Between  the  period  of  the  first  campaign  which  I 
organised  in  1944  and  the  last  in  1950?  106,844.  rats  were 
accounted  for  in  the  Dipping  area  - over  one  hundred  and 
six  thousand  rats  which  -would  not  have  been  exterminated 
by  other  means.  There  is  no  need  to  dwell  on  the  effect 
on  our  food  supplies  or  the  sanitary  control  of  the  area 
had  such  a large  number  of  rats  not  been  so  peremptorily 
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dispatched.,  and  even  had  the  2d  per  carcase  paid  to  those 
responsible  been  trebled  the  cost  would  have  been  fully 
justified  by  the  result  obtained. 


FOOD  AFP  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  introduction  in  June  of  the  byelaws  for  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  clean  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  was  preceded 
by  a publicity  interview  in  the  local  press,  and  was  followed 
by  the  circulation  of  a copy  of  the  byelaws,  together  with  a 
letter  outlining  their  provisions  and  necessity  for  compliance, 
to  156  food  retailers  in  the  area.  Visits  of  inspection  are 
periodically  made  and  retailers,  knowing  that  our  services  are 
readily  available  and  that  our  intention  is  to  raise  the 
general  standard  of  food  hygiene,  are  ever  willing  to  accept 
and  support  our  efforts. 

In  comparison  with  previous  years  the  quantity  of  food 
surrendered  and  prevented  from  being  used  for  human  consumption 
could  not  be  considered  exceptional: - 

143^  lbs  of  imported  beef;  10^  lbs  of  home- 
killed  beef;  41  lbs  of  imported  pork;  16  lbs 
of  imported  mutton;  13?  lbs  of  imported  sheep 
livers;  9 - 6 lb  tins  of  corned  beef;  2 - 12  oz 
tins  of  corned  beef;  4 - 2^  lb  tins  of  pork 
luncheon  meat;  1 - 3 oz  jar  of  meat  paste; 

48  - 3 oz  tins  of  fish  paste;  20-1  lb  tins 
of  spaghetti;  1 - 1 lb  tin  of  beans;  1 - 1 lb 
3 oz  tin  of  peas;  2-2  pint  tins  of  evaporated 
milk;  1-1^  pint  tin  of  condensed  milk;  58  lbs 
of  cheese;  23  - 2 lb  tins  of  apricot  jam; 

16  - 7 oz  jars  of  mayonnaise;  16  - 6-5  oz  jars 
of  salad  cream;  15  - 8 oz  packets  of  cake  and 
sponge  mixture;  9 - 2 oz  packets  of  pudding 
mixture;  8 - 8 oz  packets  of  semolina. 

assistance  in  carrying  out  meat  inspection  at  the 
Government  Abattoir,  Stowmarket,  v/as  again  given  by  both 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  those  few  occasions  when  the 
Stowmarket  Sanitary  Inspector  was  away  from  the  area. 

Two  premises  were  registered  for  fish-frying  and  eleven 
for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream  - the  respective  totals  for  the 
area  are  now  14  and  19 • 16  persons  were  granted  licences  or 

the  renewal  of  licences  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933* 
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3 retailers  were  authorised  to  sell  milk  under  the 
designation  ''Pasteurised” , and  one  other  was  granted  a 
supplementary  licence  for  the  same  purpose. 

As  a result  of  informal  action  the  following  work  was 
carried  out  at  food  premises  including  catering  - 
establishments: - 

Washing  facilities  provided  - 3;  additional 
sanitary  accommodation  - 1 ; drainage  system 
provided  - 1 ; accumulations  of  refuse  removed 
- 5;  premises  cleansed  - 3;  walls  repaired  - 2; 
ceilings  repaired  - 2. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Apart  from  the  investigation  of  the  cases  referred  to 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  disinfection 
was,  at  the  request  of  the  occupiers,  carried  out  at  3 
premises , and  advice  regarding  current  and  terminal 
disinfection  was  given  in  29  cases. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


The  outstanding  item  in  connection  with  the  factories 
of  the  area  was  the  nuisance  created  by  smoke  and  grit  from 
a cement  works.  With  the  co-operation  and  in  consultation 
with  the  Alkali  Works  Inspectorate  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
an  extensive  scheme  of  reconditioning  and  installation 
of  new  plant  was  eventually  undertaken  by  the  owners  of 
the  works  concerned.  No  further  trouble  has,  to  date,  been 
experienced  from  this  source. 


CESSPOOLS  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

476  Cesspools  (including  96  at  private  premises)  were 
emptied  during  the  year.  Of  the  total  number  of  loads 
removed  (846),  345  were  discharged  into  the  Ipswich 
cewora ge  system  and  76  at  Stowmarket.  of  the  remainder 
the  greater  portion  was  deposited  on  suitable  waste  land 
on  site  or  at  nearby  farms.  The  discharge  of  cesspool 
contents  at  the  disused  refuse  pit  at  Bosmere  was 
discontinued  in  March  after  receipt  of  a local  complaint. 

The  increasing  number  of  Council  housing  sites  having 


their  drainage  discharging  to  cesspools  is  imposing  a greater 
burden  on  the  cesspool  emptying  service  than  was  originally 
anticipated,  and  justifies  even  more  strongly  the  suggestion 
contained  in  my  Annual  Report  for  19499  that  another  vehicle 
should  be  obtained  in  order  that  public  and  private' cesspool 
emptying  should  be  carried  out  by  one  vehicle,  with  nightsoil 
collection  being  undertaken  by  a separate  vehicle. 

As  a result  of  informal  action  6 cesspools  were  emptied 
and  cleansed,  and  4 cesspools  were  reconstructed  or  repaired. 


REFUSE  AND  NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION 

Both  services  were  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  although  the  loss  of  the  Cleansing  Foreman’s 
services  in  October  provided  a temporary  set-back  to  their, 
comparatively,  smooth  running.  To  say  that  is  not  to  imply 
that  the  year’s  work  was  not  marred  or  affected  by  incidents 
such  as  the  discharge  of  nightsoil  from  the  vehicle  whilst 
it  was  travelling  through  Ipswich  - with  consequent  increased 
effort  on  the  part  of  that  authority’s  Highway  Cleansing 
Department,  nor  the  chapter  of  accidents  which  occurred  when 
the  same  vehicle  w as  unable  to  take  its  load  to  Ipswich  for 
discharge  as  a result  of  fused  headlights,  returned  to  the 
Depot,  and,  misled  by  the  position  of  a previously  lit  sump 
lamp,  travelled  over,  (and  through)  the  boarded  cover  of  the 
inspection  pit.  Nor  does  it  refer  to  the  occasion  when  we 
imagined  we  had  '’struck  oil”  as  a result  of  finding  that 
there  was  an  apparent  surplus  of  30  gallons  in  the  petrol 
tank.  We  were  reassured,  but  deeply  disappointed,  to  find 
it  was  due  to  a defective  foot-valve  in  the  pump  mechanism. 

The  lack  of  tipping  sites  for  refuse  is  still  a 
disadvantage,  and  although  various  ’’possible  sites”  were 
inspected,  all  were  found  to  be  unavailable  or  so  unsuitable 
as  not  to  justify  acquisition.  Whilst  the  tip  at  Willisham 
is  by  no  means  perfect,  its  chief  defects  being  an  excessively 
large  face  and  its  situation  in  relation  to  the  remainder  of 
the  area,  there  is,  at  least,  ample  space  for  many  years  to 
come . 

applications  were  received  from  some  of  the  more  urbanised 
parishes  for  the  present  kerbside  collection  to  be  replaced  by 
a collection  from  the  rear  of  the  'premises.  Its  introduction, 
however,  could  not  be  justified  at  the  present  time  unless  the 
ratepayers  (for  whom  this  would  provide  a more  acceptable 
method  of  collection)  are  prepared  to  face  the  economic  burden 
involved  by  the  employment  of  the  additional  men  and  vehicles 
which  would  be  required. 
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Requests  for  a nightsoil  collection  also  continue  to 
t)e  received,  from  time  to  time  from  parishes  or- portions  of 
parishes  not  at  present  served.  Unfortunately  it  is  not 
possible  to  comply  with  these  - the  nightsoil  team  is  at 
present  fully  engaged  in  the  7 parishes  covered  by  the 
service,  and  the  vehicle  is  being  sadly  overworked  between 
nightsoil  collection  on  5 nights  and  cesspool  emptying 
on  at  least  3 days  per  week.  Even  so,  a surprising  number 
of  extensions  to  the  nightsoil  collection  service  have 
taken  place  in  the  parishes  visited  due  to  the  erection 
of  additional  Council  houses,  the  inclusion  of  certain 
houses  which,  for  various  reasons,  have  not  been  previously 
serviced,  and  the  additional  number  of  properties  in 
Bramford,  Haughley  and  Needham  Market  now  receiving  a 
twice-weekly  instead  of  a once-weekly  collection. 


SALVAGE 


Luring  1950, 

£355. 

3. 

1 . 

was 

received 

from 

the  sale 

of  salvage: - 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Lbs . 

£ 

s 

d 

Mixed  Paper 

42 

17 

- 

14 

206. 

19. 

8. 

Newspapers 

8 

14 

3 

0 

82. 

1 . 

5. 

Books  & Magazines 

5 

1 

2 

0 

41. 

16. 

6 . 

Rags,  string,  scrap 
iron  & aluminium 

2 

15 

3 

11 

20. 

3. 

3. 

Board  of  Trade  Bonus  for 

1 June 

- Dec 

.1949  4. 

2. 

3. 

Both  in  quantity  salvaged  and  financial  return,  these 
figures  are  far  below  those  for  1949.  These  results  are 
even  more  disappointing  in  view  of  the  press  and  poster 
publicity  given  to  our  salvage  campaign.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  there  are  many  individuals  throughout  the  area 
who  are  responding  magnificently  to  the  appeals  which 
are  periodically  made,  but  the  great  mass  of  the 
inhabitants  are  extremely  apathetic  to  any  suggestion 
that  it  is  still  vitally  essential  to  the  nation’s 
recovery  or  that  its  sale  by  the  local  authority  helps 
to  stabilise  the  rates. 
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FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


During  the  year  9 filthy  premises  were  cleansed  "by  the 
occupiers  after  supervisory  visits  and  4 premises  were 
disinfested,  although  a few  ''cast-iron  cases"  show  very 
little  improvement. 

It  may  he  only  an  impression,  and  I have  no  statistical 
evidence  upon  which  to  make  comparison,  hut  there  would 
appear  to  he  far  more  old  people  living  alone  at  the  present 
time  than  in  pre-war  days.  This  may  seem  paradoxical  in  view 
of  the  prevailing  housing  shortage,  and  to  a very  small 
extent  this  state  of  affairs  may  he  contributing  towards  such 
shortage . 

Whatever  may  he  the  relative  position  of  houses 
occupied  solely  hy  old  people  to  those  occupied  hy  the  rest 
of  the  community  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  majority  of 
properties  found  to  he  filthy  and  verminous  before  1939 
were  those  occupied  by  overcrowded  families;  today,  although 
overcrowding  still  exists,  these  families  are  hy  no  means 
such  a serious  problem  regarding  the  state  in  which  their 
houses  are  kept  as  the  older  people  living  alone.  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948*  can  he  invoked  to 
deal  with  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  those  who  are 
physically  incapable  of  fending  for  themselves,  hut  it  is 
often  found  that  it  is  not  physical  inability,  hut  a deeper- 
rooted  cause  which  produces  the  conditions  under  which  older 
people  are  frequently  content  to  exist.  It  is  psychological 
and  may  he  briefly  described  as  a loss  of  interest  in 
themselves,,  their  surroundings  and  even  life  itself. 

Repeated  visits  hy  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  other  official 
visitors,  however  well  intentioned,  will  not,  of  themselves 
remedy  these  conditions,  and  prosecution  is,  needless  to  say, 
worse  than  useless.  Frequent  and  regular  visits  hy  "home 
helps"  (who  are  not  as  numerous  as  they  should  he  for  this 
type  of  person)  will  assist  in  maintaining  clean  conditions, 
hut  this  is  not  enough.  These  old  people  need  a complete 
change  of  environment  oc-casionally , and  whilst  not  prepared 
to  mix  with  the  younger  element  of  the  population,  will,  if 
sufficient  encouragement  and  assistance  are  given,  readily 
attend  social  gatherings  of  people  of  their  own  generation. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  do  more  than  hint  at  the  need  for 
more  consideration  to  he  given  to  the  problems  which  some  of 
the  older  members  of  the  community  are  creating  hy  their 
self-imposed  seclusion,  hut  it  is  evident  that  they  are 
problems  which  must  he  tackled  vigorously,  and  in  the 
solution  of  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  a part  to  play. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION 


PITCHES  AND  WATERCOURSES. 

Our  optimism  in  August  regarding  the  improved  state 
of  the  River  Gipping  consequent  upon  the  installation  of 
Part  1 of  the  Stowmarket  sewerage  scheme  was,  unfortunately-, 
short-lived  and  we  have  yet  to  see  that  for  which  we  have 
long  hoped  and  worked  for  - a River  Gipping  free  from 
noxious  pollution. 

Whether  the  proposal  to  set  up  Rivers  Boards  is  going 
to  provide  the  ultimate  solution  it  is  difficult  to  say, 
hut  it  is  certain  that  some  body  other  than  the  multiplicity 
of  authorities  now  concerned  is  necessary  if  the  problem 
is  to  be  effectively  dealt  with.  It  will,  unquestionably, 
have  a tremendous  task  which  will  not  only  involve  the 
prevention  of  any  further  polluting  matter  being  introduced 
into  the  river,  but  also  necessitate  the  dredging  of  the 
river’s  bed  throughout  the  whole  of  its  length  through 
Gtowmarket  and  down  to,  if  not  beyond,  Bramford. 

The  pollution  of  ditches  - an  equally  obnoxious  state 
of  affairs  although  on  a much  smaller  scale  - is  similarly, 
by  comparison,  a very  minor  problem,  and  with  the  introduction 
of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  larger  parishes  will  be  further 
reduced  to  such  an  extent  that  it  can  be,  and  will  be, 
readily  dealt  with  in  those  few  cases  where  there  is  the 
possible  creation  of  a potential  source  of  nuisance. 
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